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A further major theme of the book is that the development of individual
autonomy has led to a rights-based sense of self which has occurred alongside the
withdrawal of the state and the collective from many aspects of social life. Yan
argues that the decline in public life, the near-absence of community power, an
increasingly predatory local government and new, market-oriented competition
have all contributed not only to the disintegration of the community but also to
the rise of ultra-utilitarian and ego-centred consumerism. He concludes that one

of the unintended consequences of both revolution and reform has been the
emergence of an imbalance between personal, intimate and individual rights on
the one side and family and community obligations on the other, leading to what

he calls "the rise of the uncivil individual". This conclusion ought to be set
alongside similar trends with different outcomes in south China, where field
research suggests that kinship groups rather than the individual may have stepped
into a like void and assumed responsibility for community and public affairs. In

all, this is a fascinating and informative study based on intricate, nuanced

fieldwork.

Elisabeth J. Croll

School of Oriental and African Studies, London

Taxation Without Representation in Contemporary Rural China, by Thomas P.
Bernstein and Xiaobo Lii. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. xviii +

282 pp. US$70.00 (hardcover).

This book is an excellent resource on the distribution of political power and
financial responsibilities in rural China and the authority of local officials vis-avis the central government and peasants. It also examines the effectiveness of

village democracy in reducing unjustified taxation burdens, and explores the
question of whether peasant uprisings and incipient rural democratization are

sowing the seeds for widespread political liberalization. Overall, the book
illuminates the relationship between fiscal decentralization, central-local

government relations, peasant tax burdens, rural regional disparities and village
democracy-interrelated subjects that too often have been studied in isolation.
Bernstein and Lii suggest that the taxation problems have historical roots. In

Imperial China, like today, the regime was unable to design, implement or
enforce an equitable taxation system and had to rely heavily on informal, ad hoc
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Several themes emerge, the most prominent of which has regard to the
extremes of inequality in contemporary China. Wright rides for more than 35
hours in the hard-seat section of a train packed with migrant workers headed to
Guangzhou, and he plays golf at Guizhou's ritziest resort. He conveys the views
of pushcart pullers, subsistence farmers and laid-off factory workers as well as
teachers, executives and entrepreneurs. He provides statistics on the disparities of
wealth between the coastal provinces and the interior, and between rural and

urban Guizhou. Though he finds extreme inequality, he emphasizes that it is
corruption that bothers the impoverished more than the inequality per se. Wright

This content downloaded from 142.150.190.39 on Fri, 04 Aug 2017 05:48:17 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms

